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As Missionary Disciples we can support 
Christ’s mission by:

Being faithful to  our baptismal commitment 
in our daily life

Praying daily for the missions
Helping our parish to be Mission Aware
Make a financial donation to help the 

missions
Donations can be made to the                                               

Pontifical  Mission Societies Absa Account 

Account Number   4048 6053 13 
Ref: Diocese + Cell number.

 or by scanning the QR Code  below 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters …

Jeanne Bigard

The Annual General 
A s s e m b l y o f t h e 
P o n t i fi c a l M i s s i o n 
Societies (PMS) took 
place online from the 
1st to the 3rd June, 
2021. The National 
Directors of the PMS

from all continents took part in the event 
together with Archbishop Giampietro Dal 
Toso, Assistant Secretary of the Congregation 
for the Evangelization of Peoples and 
President of the PMS, and the General 
Secretaries of the four Pontifical Mission 
Societies. 
On the second day of the assembly Fr. 
Tadeusz Nowak, OMI, General Secretary of 
the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith, addressed the conference. In the 
course of his presentation he made reference 
to the devastating affect of the Corona virus 
pandemic on the work of the Pontifical 
Mission Societies. He asked for prayers for 
the many people who are suffering because 
of the pandemic; particularly those who are 
still struggling with the virus; the hundreds of 
thousands of people who have died because 
of Covid 19, including 3 National directors 
who died in the past two months; and the 
families who are grieving at this time. 
While acknowledging that the pandemic has 
brought many challenges he also made the 
point that it has pushed us to look beyond the 
way things have been done in the past and to 
look for new and exciting ways to respond to 
the challenge of the mission today. 
In this regard he underlined the fact that the 
Pontifical Mission Societies are not funding 
agencies, or Non Profit Organisations. We are 
a worldwide network present in every local 
church, in fact, part of the very fabric of every 
local Church. We are a network of prayer, 

formation and charity.”   
It was encouraging to hear reports of how the 
Solidarity Fund, established by the Holy Father 
during the Covid pandemis, helped to alleviate 
the suffering of many people around the world 
and assist missionaries to continue the 
proclamation of the Gospel even in these 
difficult times. 

“We are a worldwide network, 
present in every local Church, in 

fact, part of the very fabric of every 
local Church. We are a network of 

prayer, formation and charity.”  
With hope that the Covid Pandamic will soon 
be under control, the Pontifical Mission 
Societies look forward to several important 
events in 2022. The 400th anniversary of the 
founding of Propaganda Fide; the 200th 
anniversary of the foundation of the first 
Society, the Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith; the 100th anniversary of the elevation of 
the Societies to the rank of Papal Societies. 
And finally, the 150th birthday of Father Paolo 
Manna, the founder of the Pont ifical 
Missionary Union, and most likely the 
beatification of Pauline Jaricot, foundress of 
the Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
and the Living Rosary. 
In this issue of Our Mission you will find a 
number of articles that focus on the Year of 
the Family which runs from March 2021 to 
June 2022.  We also take a closer look at the 
Society of St Peter the Apostle and look at its 
particular mission and how we can support it. 
This issue conclude with a call to action in 
the way we support refugees, particularly in 
this time of Covid 19. 
Yours in Mision,                             

Fr Jerry 
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The Year of the Family 
March 19, 2021 -  June 26, 2022 

Jeanne Bigard

On 19 March 2021, the fif th 
anniversary o f the Aposto l ic 
Exhortation Amoris laetitia, on the 
joy and beauty of familial love, Pope 
Francis inaugurated the Year 
“Amoris Laetitia Family,” which will 
conclude on 26 June 2022 on the 
occasion of the World Meeting of 
Families in Rome. The following 
article proposes various ways to 
walk with families following "Amoris 
Laetitia.” Each parish or diocese can 
see which of these might work 
according to local needs. 
1. Strengthen pastoral programs for marriage 
preparation with new catechumenal itineraries at 
diocesan and parish levels (cf. AL 205-222), in 
order to offer remote, proximate and immediate 
marriage preparation, as well as accompaniment 
to new spouses in the first years of their 
marriage. This responsibility is especially 
entrusted to married couples who, together with 
pastors, become companions on the journey for 
engaged couples and those new to married life.

2. Foster the pastoral ministry of the 
accompaniment of spouses, by means of 
formation encounters and times dedicated to 
prayer and spiritual development, so that 
spouses may gain awareness of the gift and 
grace of the nuptial sacrament (cf. AL 58-ff. 
And 223-230).

3. Organize meetings for parents on the 
education of children and the current 
challenges  that they face (cf. AL 172-ff. and 
259-290), in response to the advice of Pope 
Francis, who is encouraging parents to try to 
understand “where children are in their 
journey” (cf. AL 261).

4. Promote meetings for reflection and 
discussion on the beauty and challenges of 
family life (cf. AL 32-ff. and 89-ff.), which 
should expand horizons both in terms of 
recognizing the value of the family on a 
societal level, as well as in creating well-
established networks of pastors and families 
who, by their own sharing and witness, can 
accompany those who are struggling.

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20160319_amoris-laetitia.html
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The Year of the Family Cont’d

 5. Enhance the accompaniment of couples in 
crisis (cf. AL 232-ff.), to form them into an 
attitude of resilience, which will help them see 
challenges as an opportunity to become 
stronger and grow in love.

6. Involve married couples in the pastoral family 
care of the diocese (cf. AL 86-88), and in the 
formation of pastoral workers, seminarians, and 
priests, so that they may fruitfully collaborate 
with families and live up to the challenges of 
today’s world (cf. AL 202-ff.). To this end, it will 
be important to foster reciprocity between the 
“domestic Church” and the Church (AL 200), so 
that each may mutually discover and value 
each other as an irreplaceable gift.

7. Promote a missionary vocation in families (cf. 
AL 201, 230 and 324), by creating times for 
formation in evangelization and missionary 
initiatives (e.g., on the occasion of children’s 
reception of the sacraments, during marriage 
preparation, anniversaries or important liturgical 
moments).

8. Develop programmes of pastoral care for the 
elderly (cf. AL 191-193), which seek to 
overcome the “throw-away” culture and societal 
indifference and promote initiatives that build 
bridges across the different stages of life, while 
also providing opportunities for the elderly to 
have an active role within the pastoral care of 
the community.

9. Incorporate into youth ministry initiatives 
which reflect upon and discuss issues such as 
family, marriage, chastity, openness to life, the 
use of social media, poverty and respect for 

creation (cf. AL 40). We must succeed in 
sparking young people’s enthusiasm, in 
enhancing their ability to commit themselves 
fully to great ideals and face the challenges that 
such ideals entail. Special attention should be 
paid this year to children, in order to make them 
aware of “Amoris Laetitia Family Year” and its 
suggested initiatives.

10. Encourage preparation for the Tenth World 
Meeting of Families with catechesis and training 
itineraries, which will provide accompaniment for 
families towards the meeting with the Holy 
Father, through various steps and experiences.

11. Launch initiatives of accompaniment and 
discernment of wounded families (cf. AL 50-ff., 
241-ff. and 291-ff.), to help them discover and 
carry out their mission within their family and in 
the community, which is founded in their 
Baptism.

12. Organize meetings in parishes and 
communities in which groups can take part in a 
more in-depth study of Amoris Laetitia, in order 
to raise awareness of the concrete pastoral 
opportunities that occur in individual ecclesial 
communities (cf. AL 199-ff.).

For more ideas and resourse materials to help 
celebrate the Year of the Family please visit 
h t t p : / / w w w. l a i t y f a m i l y l i f e . v a / c o n t e n t /
l a i t y fam i l y l i f e /en /amor i s - l ae t i t i a .h tm l?
#walkingwithfamilies
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Prayer for the 10th World Meeting of Families
22-26 June 2022

Family Love: Vocation and Path to Holiness

Heavenly Father,
We come before You to praise You

and to thank You for the great gift of the family.
We pray to You for all families

consecrated by the Sacrament of Matrimony.
May they rediscover each day the grace they have received,

and as small domestic Churches,
may they know how to witness to Your presence

and to the love with which Christ loves the Church.
We pray to You for all families faced with difficulty and suffering

caused by illness or circumstances of which only You know.
Sustain them and make them aware

of the path to holiness upon which You call them,
so that they might experience Your infinite mercy

and find new ways to grow in love.
We pray to You for children and young people:
may they encounter You and respond joyfully

to the vocation You have in mind for them; 
We pray for parents and grandparents: may they be aware

that they are signs of the fatherhood and motherhood of God
in caring for the children who, in body and spirit, You entrust to them;

and for the experience of fraternity
that the family can give to the world

Lord, grant that each family
might live their specific vocation to holiness in the Church

as a call to become missionary disciples, 
in the service of life and peace,

in communion with our priests, religious, and all vocations in the Church.
Bless the World Meeting of Families.   

Amen.
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Society of 
St Peter the Apostle 

Celebrating the Pontifical Society of St 
Peter the Apostle  

 
The history of the Mission Societies shows how 
support for missions comes from the people of 
God and how God chose the weak of the world 
to shame the strong (1 Cor. 1: 27-29).  

The Society of St. Peter the Apostle is one of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies. It was established to 
support the formation and training of indigenous 
clergy along with men and women religious who 
work for the spread of the Gospel. 

The History  

In the last two decades of the nineteenth century, 
Msgr. Jules-Alphonse Cousin, of the Foreign 
Missions of Paris, Apostolic Vicar of Southern 
Japan in 1855, then Bishop of Nagasaki in1891, 
found himself in the position of having to refuse 
young men who had clear signs of a priestly 
vocation because of lack of resources. This was 

Jeanne Bigard

a source of great sorrow for him as he 
knew local clergy and religious were 
essential for the growth of the church in 
Japan.

On June 1s t , 1889, Msgr Cous in 
approached a benefactress by the name of 
Jeanne Bigard  who, along with her mother 
Stephanie, was very supportive of the 
missions. This was to be the starting point 
for the foundation of the Society of St. 
Peter the Apostle.

In 1920, it became part of the Pontifical 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith by 
order of Pope Benedict XV. It was declared 
“pontifical” in 1922. In 1965, Pope Paul VI 
in his Apostolic Letter Benignissimus Deus 
ordered that the POSPA be made known 
and spread especially among students of 
the secondary schools of the whole 
Catholic world.   

The Mission 

The Mission of the Society of St. Peter the 
Apostle, then and now, has been to 
promote, in Christian communities, the 
awareness of the need to develop local 
clergy and consecrated life in recently 
founded missionary Churches.
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The Mission cont’d

It animates and coordinates missionary 
collaboration in all the local Churches, 
through the offering of prayer, sacrifices 
and alms, to support the formation of future 
priests and men and women religious of 
young Churches, and the necessary 
preparation of their formators.

It collects and distributes financial aid to 
support seminaries and novitiates, in 
co l labora t ion w i th loca l Chr is t ian 
communities and under the guidance of 
their pastors.

The economic collaboration of the Society 
of St. Peter the Apostle is achieved 
through: 

• The Ordinary Subsid ies for the 
maintenance of seminarians and novices;

• Ext raord inary Subs id ies for the 
construction of new seminaries, for the 
rehabilitation and self-financing projects of 
the existing ones; 

•  The "Holy Mass Intentions" to support 
formators; 

•  Scholarships for future formators. 

In this collaboration, the final objective of 
the Pontifical Mission Society, like that of 
all the other Pontifical Societies, remains 
the spread of the Gospel and the progress 
of the Kingdom of God.

So How can you help? 

•  You can offer your prayers and personal 
sacrifices for the growth of vocations to 
the priesthood and religioius life. 

•  You can also help with the training and 
formation of young men and women as 
they prepare for a life of service as priests 
or religious by making a donation through 
the Society of St. Peter the Apostle. 

Donations can be made to the Pon$fical	
Mission	Socie$es	Absa	Account	

Account	Number			4048	6053	13	
Ref:	Diocese	+	Cell	number.

	or	by	scanning	the	QR	Code		below	

“The Mission of the Society of St. 
Peter the Apostle, then and now, 
has been to promote, in Christian 

communities, the awareness of the 
need to develop local clergy and 

consecrated life in recently founded 
missionary Churches.”
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Children
Pure-Hearted Missionaries

Sr. Geneviève Uwamariya  - Rwanda 

“Let the children come to me, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 19:14)
It is with these words that Jesus addresses the 
apostles who, faced with the Master’s fatigue, 
wanted to act differently. Did they want to prevent 
children from getting close to Christ, did they want 
to distance them from Him, perhaps not to make 
him waste time? On the contrary, Christ claims the 
rights of children, justifying them from his point of 
view.

Children and the Mission of Christ 

In my experience, children are the pure-hearted 
missionaries of whom Jesus speaks in the Gospel: 
“Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see 
God” (Matt 5:8). The child is a symbol of 
abandonment, trust, wonder, spontaneity, simplicity, 
joy and peace. They possess all the necessary 
requisites to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. “Above 
the heavens your magnificence rises. With the 
mouths of children and infants you affirm your 
power” (Ps. 8:2).

Children easily become part of God’s plan ... a plan 
of love for others. I would like to give a concrete 
example. When I spoke to the children about St. 
Joseph, as a father and patron of families, I asked 
them if they understood the meaning of “being a 
father”. 

A 5-year-old boy replied: “A father is one who loves 
all children, not only his own, but all children!”  

In conclusion, children have a more open heart than 
adults, their love is universal. 

The image of the child is used by the psalmist to 
show his trusting abandonment to the Lord: “Surely 
I have stilled and quieted my soul; Like a weaned 
child with his mother, Like a weaned child is my 
soul within me”. (Ps 130).

When you tell children to pray, they easily fall 
into the atmosphere of prayer, they trust their 
prayer and always pray for their parents and 
other children. They are ready to help other 
children even with small contributions. 

They are missionaries who convert others. For 
children, anything is possible. They remember 
perfectly what they have learned from the 
Word of God and repeat it with conviction to 
their parents and friends, to the point, for 
example, that the parents begin to attend 
Mass again. 

The Gratitude of Children   

Children give themselves to the mission and 
are very faithful. During this period of 
pandemic I have admired the constancy of the 
children who have worked to carry out 
catechetical programs on television. 

In conclusion, let the children go to Jesus, 
they are pure missionaries of the Gospel, they 
know how to find the beauty of God in all of 
creation, in people, in birds, in flowers, in 
water and so on. They know how to imitate St. 
Francis of Assisi (see Laudato Sì). 

May the Virgin Mary protect our children!  

First appeared in the Missionary Childhood Bullitin - 
May 2021
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In February of 1951, 
Archbishop Fulton J. 
Sheen (na t i ona l 
d i r e c t o r o f t h e 
S o c i e t y f o r t h e 
Propagation of the 
Faith from 1950 to 
1966), in a radio 
a d d r e s s ( T h e C a t h o l i c H o u r ) , 
inaugurated a World Mission Rosary. 
“We must pray, and not for ourselves, 
but for the world. To this end, I have 
designed the World Mission Rosary. 
Each of the five decades is of a different 
color to represent the continents.”

Praying this Rosary, Archbishop Sheen 
said, would “aid the Holy Father and His 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
by supplying Him with practical support, 
as well as prayers, for the poor mission 
territories of the world.”

What do the colors signify?

Each decade of that World Mission 
Rosary calls to mind an area where the 
Church continues her evangelizing 
mission: GREEN for the forests and 
grasslands of AFRICA; BLUE for the 
ocean surrounding the ISLANDS OF 
THE PACIFIC; WHITE symbolizing 

EUROPE, the seat of the Holy Father, 
shepherd of the world; RED calling to 
mind the fire of faith that brought 
miss ionar ies to the AMERICAS, 
and YELLOW, the morning light of the 
East, for ASIA.

“The Rosary is a prayer that always 
accompanies me; it is also the prayer of 
the ordinary people and the saints…it is 
a prayer from my heart.” –Our Holy 
Father, Pope Francis
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"Do not leave refugees behind 
in Covid-19 vaccinations" 

Exclusion of refugees from COVID-19 responses 
and vaccinations, show that we still have not fully 
appreciated or understood the wisdom in the 
saying "none of us are safe until we are all safe", 
reports Southern African Catholic Bishops' 
Conference (SACBC, which includes the Bishops 
of South Africa, Botswana and Swaziland), in a 
message on the occasion of the World Refugee 
Day celebrated on Sunday 20th June, 2021.
"Refugees in various African countries continue 
to be excluded from programmes to combat 
Covid-19 including the provision of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) and vaccination 
against the coronavirus", says the SACBC, which 
calls on governments to promote and support the 
access to health services for refugees. 
T h e S A C B C d e n o u n c e s t h e " v a c c i n e 
nationalism" adopted by the richest countries, 
which first thought about securing their own 
population, and the selfish responses that have 

displayed the "deep-seated crisis of 
solidarity or lack thereof that prevails in the 
in te rnat iona l po l i t i ca l sys tem and 
community". 
"Only by ensuring that all are vaccinated 
against the virus that the fight against the 
virus will be won", underline the Bishops 
who recall the teaching of St. John Paul II 
in his Sollicitudo Rei Socialis: "the virtue of 
so l idar i ty as a firm and endur ing 
commitment to the common good, that may 
often entail personal sacrifice by some 
members of the community to protect the 
basic rights of other, more vulnerable 
members". "The COVID-19 responses and 
vaccinations, show that we still have not 
fully appreciated or understood the wisdom 
in the saying, "none of us are safe until we 
are all safe". (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides, 
Johannesburg, 21/6/2021)


