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O N  M I S S I O N  G R O U N D

Presentation of Jesus in the Temple
 

“When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses,

they took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord….” LK 2:22

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord is celebrated on February 2.  In

this feast, Christ was presented to God to be the light of the nations. In

1997, Saint Pope John Paul II instituted a day of prayer for women and

men in consecrated life.  These men and women have given their life

entirely to Christ to serve Him and His Church as priests, religious sisters

and religious brothers.  Their life is to reflect the light of Christ to all

peoples.  We remember these men and women in prayer who have

answered their vocational call.  



The feast of the presentation is celebrated forty days after Christmas.  The number 40, is an important

number in both the Old and New Testaments of the Bible.  The Israelites wondered in the desert for

forty days, Jesus prayed in the desert for forty days and Jesus was with His disciples for forty days

after He ascended into Heaven.  This is why we have forty days of Lent.  

Have you wondered if God is calling you to consecrated life?  How important is prayer in your life?  

Do you feel the call to do works of service to help others?  
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What is Consecrated Life? 

Consecrated life is a vocation or state in life in the Catholic Church where men and women (boys and

girls) of all ages can be called by God  to imitate Jesus Christ more closely.   They do this by publicly

professing vows of poverty, chastity and obedience.  This means that consecrated men and women

commit to giving everything (poverty) and doing anything (obedience) in God’s service, as a loving

response to God’s love for them (chastity).

Consecrated Life



How have you honored God in the past year? 

Is there something you would do differently?  

How could this help you and try to build ways to deepen your relationship

with Him?

Lent is a special time in the Catholic Church.  It consist of forty days, not

including Sundays.  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy

Saturday. These special forty days reminds us  of the time Jesus spent in the

desert in prayer.   He resisted temptations of the devil and prepared himself to

begin his public ministry.  The forty days we spend in Lent calls us to recollect

and remember when we may have not been attentive to God in our life.  We

remember and we pray for forgiveness.

 

This year Lent begins on Wednesday, February 17, 2021. During Lent we are

asked to consider the opportunity to grow in our relationship with God in three

specific ways. Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving are the ways our Church has

asked us to be in attentive to this special time.  

Use this time to:

Pray more (say a rosary or a morning prayer before school)

Fast (give up your favorite dessert or time from video games or social media)

Almsgiving (participate in Operational Rice Bow, donate extra toys you may

have to local Catholic Charity centers or your local parish or family that would

use them.

Take time to reflect on yourself your relationship with God.   Consider these

questions to see how you have failed to follow Jesus.  

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. Many Christians go

to church to participate in the “distribution of ashes”. Ashes are a

public sign of our intent to “die” or set aside our worldly desires

(materialism and selfishness), and live simply by seeking to be in a

prayerful relationship with Christ. As our foreheads are marked

with ashes (during this time of the pandemic, ashes will be

sprinkled on your head), these words are said:

“Remember, that you are dust, and unto dust you shall return.”

Where do ashes comes from? The ashes are made come from the

left over palms from the previous years’ Palm Sunday Masses.

The palms are saved over the year, and are gathered by the pastor

of the parish and burned in a special fire.  The ashes are gathered

and used in the Ash Wednesday services the parish celebrates.  

What is Lent?

What is Ash Wednesday?
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Jesus help me during this time of Lent to be your missionary.  to I offer my

prayers and your love to all those who are in the missions.  I want to deepen my

relationship with you.  Help me to reflect on the things I may do that hurt you,

and/or my neighbor, and my friends, etc.  Help me to thank you and see You in

everything and every person I encounter in during the day.  Amen.

Mission prayer for Lent

Some terms to know:

 

Almsgiving - giving to others money or goods to the poor.

 

Abstain - to choose not to do or have something.  During Lent, we abstain from meat on

Ash Wednesday and Fridays.

 

Fast - choosing to reduce the amount to do or have something.  During Lent, we fast from

the amount of food we may eat at a meal or reduce the amount of time we may spend on an

activity enjoyed.

 

Holy Week - The most important week in the Church year.  Christians celebrate in a special

way the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  The Church marks this time from Palm

Sunday and ending on Holy Saturday.
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Offer to help your parents

around

the house

During the forty days of Lent, be a missionary by bringing Jesus to others through your prayers, works and sacrifices.  

Also, during the month of February, please remember the pray intention of Pope Francis.

Violence Against Women

We pray for women who are victims of violence, that they may be protected by society and have their sufferings 

considered and heeded

26

Pray the Divine Mercy

chaplet for orphaned

children

 

 

Abstain from eating meat

28

   Palm Sunday

Isaiah 50:4-7

Psalms 22:8-9, 17-18,19-

20,23-24

Philippians 2:6-11

Mark 14:1-15:47

 

 2

GOOD FRIDAY

Abstain from eating meat

   

 

Jesus gave up His life for

you.  What can you do for

Him?

February 17

 

Ash Wednesday

 

Abstain from eating meat

 

 

22

Take the time to share a

smile with someone

today

17

 

Take a walk with your

family

40 days of Lent Mission Calendar

March 1

Pray a decade of the

rosary for Oceania

2

Spend time reading from

the Bible

3

Thank your teachers 

today 

4

Give up a special treat

and pray for children

around the world

5

Do an act of kindness 

 for someone

 

 

 

Abstain from eating

meat

6

Pray a decade of the

rosary for Americas

8

 

At dinner tonight have

everyone say what they

are grateful for

9

Pray a decade of the

rosary for Asia

10

 

Try to do an act of

kindness for your

neighbor

11

 

 

Pray in gratitude for

missionaries

 

15

 

 

Pray for Christians who

are persecuted

 16

 

 

Say a prayer for those

who are alone

18

 

 

Prayer for missionaries to

preach God's Word

12

Make and send a

card for someone

going through a

difficult time

 

Abstain from eating

meat

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

19

Pray a decade of the rosary

for Europe and the Holy

Father

 

 

 

Abstain from eating meat

20

Pray the Divine Mercy

chaplet for peace in the

world

18

Read Mass readings for the day. 

Deut 30:15-20

Psalms 1:1-4, 6

Luke 9:22-25

Ask your family to join you

 

19

Abstain from eating meat

Support Operational Rice

Bowl

 

20

 

Follow Jesus by tending

to the needs of others

 

21

Ist Sunday of Lent

Mass

 

Gen 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-9

1Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15

 

22

Pray for our world

leaders

Pray for Pope Francis

 

23

Tell a friend about Jesus

today

 

24

Review 10

commandments 

Make time to go to

confession (visit your

parish website for times)

 

25

Pray for people who don't

know or believe in God

27

Thank God for His

beautiful creation

28

2nd Sunday of Lent

Mass

Gen 22:1-2, 9A, 10-

13,15-18; Ps

116:10,15,16-19

Rm 8:31B-34; Mk 9:2-10

7

3rd Sunday of Lent

Mass

Exodus 20:1-17

Psalms 19:8, 9, 10, 11

1 Corinthians 1:22-25

John 2:13-25
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4th Sunday of Lent

 Mass

2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23

Psalms 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6

Ephesians 2:4-10

John 3:14-21

 

21

5th Sunday of Lent

 Mass

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalms 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15

Hebrews 5:7-9

John 12:20-33
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23

Pray for the

homeless today

24

 

 

What can you do to feed

the hungry?

25

 

 

Tell your parents how

special they are

26

Remember that God is

always with you

 

 

Abstain from eating

meat

27

 

Give someone a

compliment today

29

  Take time to reflect

how well you kept your

Lenten promises

30

 

Pray for Christian unity

31

   Say sorry to God and

ask him to forgive you

 

Make time to go to

confession (visit your

parish website for times)

April 1

 

HOLY THURSDAY

Pray for priests

3

HOLY SATURDAY

   

Pray the rosary and

reflect on the sorrow

of Mary after seeing

Jesus die on the

cross

Do you 

know about 

Jesus?

Sunday



Mission Activity 

Be a Missionary Everyday at Lent!
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This Lent, promise to make a special effort to be a missionary for Jesus.  You can pray, fast and offer alms to help children

in the missions.   Below is an example you can use or you can create your own.  Put your name on it and then date and sign

it so it shows your commitment you have made to Jesus.

My Lenten Promise:

Dear Jesus,

I, ____________________________________________, on this day, _____________________ offer to You the

following promises during Lent this year:

Prayers 

During the time of Lent, I will say daily prayers for the missions (i.e. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be, World Mission

Rosary, etc.)  You have given so much to me.  I wish to grow closer to you.  I promise to seek you out in my quiet times.  I

will strive to listen to you.

Fast

During the time of Lent, I will refrain from certain things to offer up for the missions (i.e. give up my favorite dessert; use

my cell phone only in an emergency, etc.)   You have given so much to me.  I wish to grow closer to you.  I promise to

seek you out in the times I choose to go without a favorite treat.  I will strive to listen to you.

Almsgiving

During my time of Lent, I will make donations to help others in the missions (i.e. participate in the CRS Rice Bowl-see

link: https://www.crsricebowl.org/ to learn more, donate my toys to Goodwill, office my time to help cook dinner once a

week, etc.) You have given so much to me.  I wish to grow closer to you.  I promise to seek you out in the times I

choose to give to others.  I will strive to listen to you.

 

 

Signature ___________________________________________


